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1.0       INTRODUCTION 

Purpose 

  

1.1 The purpose of this appraisal and management guidance is to provide an assessment of the Kemble and 

the Kemble Station Conservation Areas. It is hoped that it could be adopted by Cotswold District Council, 

the local planning authority, as a Supplementary Planning Document (SPD).  

1.2 There is no up to date appraisal at present. That, in itself, represents a significant risk to the character and 

appearance of the two conservation areas and the historic buildings within them.  

1.3 Accordingly, this document identifies the special character and appearance of the conservation areas. It 

provides advice and guidance, to the owners and occupiers of buildings in both areas, and to the Council, 

about the way in which the area could be managed in order to conserve and enhance its character. 

1.4 This document has been produced by the specialist heritage team at Montagu Evans under the guidance of 

its head Dr Chris Miele. Dr Miele was assisted by Dr Timur Tatlioglu. Brief particulars of their qualifications 

and experience are set out in Appendix 2.0.  

Statutory Provisions and Planning Policy Background

1.5 The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 (the “1990 Act”) states that every local 

planning authority:  

“shall from time to time determine which parts of their area are areas of special 

architectural or historic interest the character or appearance of which it is desirable 

to preserve or enhance.” [Section 69 (1) (a)]

1.6 From time to time authorities will review the extent of conservation area designation within their districts 

[Section 69 (2)].  

1.7 Section 72 of the 1990 Act also specifies that it is the general duty of local planning authorities, in the 

exercise of their planning functions, to pay special attention to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the 

character or appearance of these conservation areas.  

1.8 The production of this appraisal satisfies the requirements of the legislation and provides a firm basis on 

which applications for development within the Kemble and the Kemble Station Conservation Areas can be 

assessed. 

1.9 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) stresses the value of a clear and comprehensive appraisal 

of the special character which justifies the designation of a conservation area as a sound basis for 

development control decisions within the area and the formulation of proposals for its preservation and 

enhancement.  

1.10 The Kemble and the Kemble Station Conservation Areas Appraisal has been prepared in accordance with 

relevant guidance set out in: 

 Guidance on Conservation Area Appraisals, Historic England (then English Heritage (2006) 

 Conservation Area Designation, Appraisal and Management, Historic England Advice Note 1 (2016) 

1.11 This appraisal has also been prepared with regard to the statutory framework, the NPPF and the 

Development Plan: 

 Sections 16 (2), 66 (1) and 72 (1) of the 1990 Act.  

 The Cotswold District Council Local Plan 2001-2011 (adopted 2006) – Policies 13 and 15; 

 Emerging Local Plan;  

 Chapter 12 of the NPPF, Paragraphs 131-135, 137-138. 
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2.0 LOCATION, DESIGNATIONS AND BOUNDARIES 

 

Location 

 

2.1 The village of Kemble is situated four miles south-west of Cirencester, either side of the A429 between 

Cirencester and Malmesbury. It is located in undulating countryside, at the head of the Upper Thames 

valley, and is the nearest village to the traditional source of the River Thames.  

 

2.2 Although historically located in Wiltshire, the village is now located in Gloucestershire and within the 

boundary of Cotswold District Council. The county boundary runs through the nearby Kemble Airfield, lying 

to the south-west of the village.  

 

2.3 The historic development of the village and its rapid recent growth can be seen in the historic maps at 

Appendix 1.0. 

 
Designations (Plate 2.1) 
 
Kemble Conservation Area 
 

2.4 Kemble Conservation Area was designated on 17 February 1981. The boundary was reviewed and 

extended on 25 September 1990 and comprises two areas that straddle the A429. To the south-east, the 

older part of the village includes a range of buildings from traditional Cotswold stone cottages along West 

Lane and Church Road to Victorian properties on Limes Road and School Road and the Church of All 

Saints’, a landmark building of great importance. The part to the north of the A429 is centred on Biddulph 

Cottages and is prominent from the road.  

 

2.5 The area includes no less than fourteen listed buildings: 

  

 Barn 20m North East of No. 128 (Grade II) 
 126 and 127, Old Vicarage Lane (Grade II) 
 157-160 Church Road (Grade II) 
 Church of All Saints (Grade II* - upgraded from Grade II on 12 February 2016) 
 Home Farmhouse (Grade II) 
 Kemble House (Grade II) 
 The Pigeon House (Grade II) 
 Bank Cottage (Grade II) 
 Barn about 25m to the south-east of Kemble Lodge (Grade II) 
 Barn at Home Farm (Grade II) 
 Unidentified monument, about 4m north of north-west tower buttress in Churchyard of All Saints 

(Grade II) 
 134 and 135 West Lane (Grade II) 
 Barn and Former Stable at the Pigeon House, north-east of house (Grade II) 
 War memorial near Church of All Saints (Grade II) 

 

Kemble Station Conservation Area 

2.6 Kemble Station Conservation Area is 7.2 acres (2.9 ha) and was designated on 20 November 1990. The 

area comprises Kemble Station built in 1882, which lies on the Great Western Railway engineered by 

Isambard Kingdom Brunel (1806-1859).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Plate 2.1: (a) Kemble Station and (b) Kemble Conservation Area Boundaries 

 

 
2.7 The railway has played an important role in the history of the village. That role remains today as Kemble is 

within easy commuting distance to London. However, opportunities for residential growth presents a 

potential risk to the preservation and enhancement of the character and appearance of both conservation 

areas, and their settings.  
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2.8 The area contains three listed buildings: 

 
 Kemble Station (Grade II) 
 Water Tank on West Platform of Kemble Station (Grade II) 
 Bridge over the railway (Grade II) 

 

Boundaries  

 
2.9 The boundaries for both conservation areas are tightly drawn to the areas noted above and as shown in 

Plate 2.1. 

  

2.10 The boundaries do not include the following notable buildings or elements of setting: 

 
 The historic primitive Methodist Chapel on Washpool Lane; 
 The historic parkland landscape associate with Kemble House; or  
 The open land covering the railway tunnel to the south-west of the village.  

 

2.11 These elements are all historically significant features of the village, and make a valuable contribution to its 

special interest. Accordingly, we are recommending an extension to the Kemble Conservation Area 

boundary to incorporate further areas that contribute to the special interest.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plate 2.2: Photograph of a typical view within the village.  
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3.0 HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT 

The Village of Kemble 
  

3.1 The name Kemble is most likely derived from the early Saxon word meaning “boundary” and it is likely that 

the first settlement on the site came after the Roman withdrawal from Britain in 410AD. From that time the 

Saxons moved into the South Gloucestershire area and established themselves at permanent settlements 

in Poulton and at Avening.  

3.2 The earliest artefacts found in Kemble are late Neolithic or early Bronze-Age flints found from excavations 

undertaken in Clayfurlong Grove in 1989. In 1992-93 a full excavation of the southern remaining part of 

West Hay field was carried out prior to the building of the ‘Oaks’ estate and Iron-Age and Angle-Saxon 

burials were discovered along with various objects of those periods. These complemented the Roman and 

Romano-British graves excavated at Fosse View House in 1983 and 1990. 

3.3 Archaeological excavations have identified Anglo-Saxon burials on West Lane dating from the seventh 

century.  

3.4 The village was mentioned in the Domesday Book (1086) as comprising thirty villagers and fifteen cottagers 

on land held by the Abbot of Malmesbury. 

3.5 Historically, Kemble was closely associated with the nearby villages of Ewen and Poole Keynes which were 

incorporated into Gloucestershire from Wiltshire in 1897.  

3.6 Kemble remained agricultural through the medieval and post-medieval period and by the turn of the 

nineteenth century had become quite a typical Cotswold village (Plate 3.1). It included a church, vicarage, 

school, smithy and a local quarry. On the edge of the settlement (built in 1900) was a primitive Methodist 

Chapel, a building type that had become more common in rural areas as the eighteenth century progressed.  

3.7 The principal buildings of importance were All Saints Church with its thirteenth century tower and fifteenth 

century spire, and Kemble House, built in the seventeenth century. The latter is a fine example of a 

Cotswold stone manor house. 

3.8 Until the passing of the Enclosure Act of 1772 there were 1500 acres of common land and pasture in the 

parishes of Kemble and Poole Keynes. These were divided by the Commissioners appointed under the Act 

between Charles Westley Coxe, his wife Elizabeth, the incumbents of the parishes of Kemble and Poole 

and a further six freeholders.  

3.9 Elizabeth Anne Coxe, daughter of Charles and Elizabeth, married Robert Gordon (c.1786-1864), a Member 

of Parliament for Cricklade, Dorset, and became the Secretary to the Treasury. He owned several estates 

including one in Scotland, and had residences at Hill Street, London, along with his main address at Kemble 

House.  

3.10 The character and form of the village was heavily influenced by the arrival of the railway in 1841. 

Engineered by Brunel, the Swindon to Cheltenham line was constructed in the context of strong local 

interest from Robert Gordon in seeking to minimise its impacts.  

3.11 The proposed route bisected Gordon’s land and would have dramatically altered the appearance and 

setting of the village.  

3.12 Gordon agreed to the intervention on certain conditions: first, for the line to be hidden by a deep 

cutting/tunnel; and secondly, that the railway would build a bridge over the Thames for the village.  

3.13 The resulting agreement deliberately and carefully reduced the potential impact on the appearance of the 

village and its setting to the west.  

3.14 In 1882, the new station buildings were constructed in the northern part of the village.  

3.15 The 1885 Ordnance Survey Map illustrates the layout of Kemble around this time. Kemble House and All 

Saints Church remain the principal buildings within the village with sporadic ribbon development and 

scattered properties populating main roads and fields.  

3.16 A clear division can be seen between the historic part of the village and the new station, with Kemble 

Windmill located a short distance to the east.  

3.17 John Marius Wilson's Imperial Gazetteer of England and Wales (1870-72) neatly summarised Kemble’s 

situation and key features:  

“KEMBLE, a parish in the district of Cirencester, and county of Wilts; at the Cirencester Junction 

station of the Cheltenham and Great Western railway, and on the Thames and Severn canal, 

adjacent to Gloucestershire, 4 miles SW of Cirencester. It includes the tythings of Ewen and Wick; 

and its post town is Cirencester. Acres, 3, 600.Real property, with Poole, £7, 002. Rated property of 

K. alone, £3, 840. Pop., 466. Houses, 80. The property is divided among a few. The manor belongs 

to Miss Gordon.  

An affluent of the Thames rises here; and the water of it is raised, by a steam-engine, to supply the 

Thames and Severn canal. The living is a vicarage in the diocese of Gloucester and Bristol. Value, 

£270.* Patron, Miss Gordon. The church is ancient; was partly rebuilt in 1840; has a lofty steeple, 

which was struck and rent by lightning in 1823; and contains a monument of a Knight Templar, and 

several other monuments. There are a free school, and charities £23.”

3.18 The character of the village remained essentially rural with gradual increase in development from the early 

decades to the mid-twentieth century. Michael Biddulph (1834-1923), 1st Baron Biddulph, and Member of 

Parliament for Herefordshire, was Lord of the Manor of Kemble having inherited the property on the death of 

Robert Gordon’s daughter Miss Gordon. During his tenure a number of buildings in the village were 

constructed including the Village Hall (opposite the school), Gordon Lodge (now Bradley Lodge), and 

Biddulph Cottages. They have estate insignia similar to that over the doorway on the south façade of 

Kemble House. 

3.19 Earlier, in 1900, the Methodists had constructed the corrugated iron chapel in Washpool Lane. Previously 

they had met in an informal setting.    
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Plate 3.1: Kemble Estate Map, 1807. The map is orientated with north and south to the right and left respectively. The landscape to the south of Kemble House was later 

established in the area labelled as “(166) Kemble Meadow”. Source: Gloucestershire Archive 
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3.20 By the 1960s post-war development had begun to appear to the east of the railway station. Pressure for 

settlement growth continued into the 1980s by which time the area around the station and the historic core 

of the village had seen significant development.   

3.21 In recent years development between the station and the historic core has intensified. Infill development has 

also taken place within the historic part of the village, to the north of the church making the remaining open 

areas within and around the historic core particularly valuable in maintaining its character and appearance.  

Kemble Station 

3.22 The Cheltenham and Great Western Union Railway (C. & G. W. U.) was conceived in 1833 to link 

Cheltenham with London via the Great Western Railway at Swindon. Plans were worked up by Brunel, and 

the Cheltenham and Great Western Union Railway Act was passed on 21st June 1836 (6&7 Wm 4 c 77) 

authorising the construction of a line from Cheltenham to Swindon, together with a Branch from Kemble to 

Cirencester. The C. & G. W. U. arrived in Kemble in 1841 with a route to connect Swindon and Kemble and 

with a branch line to Cirencester. The latter is no longer in use but can be viewed from the north-east of the 

station.  

3.23 Isambard Kingdom Brunel was the appointed engineer and he oversaw extensive civil engineering projects 

associated with the line including, many bridges, cuttings, and tunnels. Brunel personally negotiated with 

the landowners over the extent or their agents of the line and one can imagine him personally dealing with 

the landowner’s agent in Kemble. The landowner was Robert Gordon of Kemble House and his agent was 

John Macneil. Compensation was offered to landowners, as well as the canal and turnpike operators to 

offset the inconvenience and loss of earnings. The C. & G. W. U. minutes show Macneil negotiating around 

keeping the railway away from Kemble house and minimising its visual impact among other matters.  

3.24 The Great Western Railway took its involvement with the canal seriously and even appointed a small sub-

committee to manage it. The Thames and Severn Canal was located close to Kemble. The first boat had 

connected to the Thames in 1789 and continued to be used until 1911.  

3.25 After the construction of the line, and in the absence of the consent of the landowner, Mr Gordon, there was 

not a station in Kemble, although a platform was built to allow the transfer of passengers onto the other line.  

3.26 Only visitors to Kemble House could alight at the village having given a day’s notice of the wish to do so.  

3.27 The Tetbury Road Station was used by the villagers and was located approximately one mile to north of 

Kemble.  

3.28 The station was rebuilt and became public approximately thirty years after the completion of the line, and 

Kemble appeared on timetables in the 1880s. The construction of the station buildings was completed in 

1882. The buildings were constructed in limestone in a mock-Tudor style.  

3.29 The water tower, which is Grade II listed, lies on the platform and is in poor repair. It does, however, retain 

some of its original qualities (Plates 3.2 and 3.3). 

3.30 A set of five handsome semi-detached railway cottages, built between 1900 and 1930, are located in a cul-

de-sac overlooking the station. These properties are now largely obscured by planting. 

3.31 The setting of the Kemble station as a rural station in an agricultural landscape, and set to one side of the 

village, is important in maintaining its character and preserving a record of the attitude of the lord of the 

manor to the introduction of the railway. He wanted, strongly, to preserve the ambience of Kemble House, 

Kemble and its surroundings, and, at the same time, to obtain the maximum amount of recompense from 

the railway. In this way the classic combination of parish church, manor and village set in a rural agricultural 

landscape would be maintained as a timeless ideal. 

               Plate 3.2: Historic View of Kemble Station Water Tower

               Plate 3.3: Historic View of Kemble Station
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4.0 TOPOGRAPHY, MATERIALS, BOUNDARY WALLS, PATHS AND VIEWS 

Topography 

4.1 Kemble is located close to the source of the River Thames. The A429 bisects the village between the 

historical core and the newer developments of the village.  

4.2 Unlike much of the Cotswolds, Kemble is situated in a relatively flat area, with the historic core on a gentle 

slope looking out over the surrounding undulating agricultural land.  

4.3 The surrounding area is open with extensive views from the edge of the settlement. There are few views of 

the settlement from surrounding roads. The best views are from footpaths.  

Background from the British Geological Survey

4.4 The underlying geology of the area consist of Forest Marble and Upper Rag subdivisions of the Middle 

Jurassic Great Oolite series (Kemble Beds). Forest Marble refers to the distinctive shelly limestones lying 

between the Great Oolite and the Cornbrash and includes all the associated rocks in this position. 

4.5 The limestone in Kemble consists of hard, fairly sandy shell-fragmental, flaggy limestone which weathers to 

shades of brown or buff. At depth that material presents a solid mass, although closer to the surface it 

weathers out into a degraded angular shattered limestone, bedded in flat planes. 

4.6 Pleistocene erosion of the limestone bedrock resulted in the formation of numerous irregular hollows within 

which later alluviation, associated with post-glacial soil development, led to the accumulation of fine 

ochreous silts and clays. 

Materials 

4.7 The prevailing character of the Kemble and the Kemble Station Conservation Areas is of a typical Cotswold 

village. It has a prevalent agricultural and vernacular character derived from the historic development of the 

farms and their associated buildings centred on the historic core and the Church of All Saints.  

4.8 Oolitic Limestone is the predominant building material throughout Kemble, as is typical for the Cotswolds. 

Limestone has traditionally been used throughout the village in the construction of buildings as well as 

boundaries such as dry-stone walls, which are extensive and make a very important contribution to the 

character of the conservation areas.  

  

4.9 The stone is likely to have been quarried locally with local quarries behind Clayfurlong House, Brent Covert,  

to the east of the village near the Methodist Chapel, and finally, close to Kemble Station. This was normal 

practice for a village in this region, where local inhabitants formed a group of craftsmen to build an array of 

buildings, generally associated with cottages and agriculture.  

4.10 From the seventeenth century, in particular, limestone became the building material of choice, and 

continues to be used today in the construction of new buildings and for repairs.  

4.11 Roofs within the village conservation area are almost exclusively constructed using limestone slates with 

some notable exceptions including at Bradley Lodge, the school and village hall. Outside the boundaries of 

both conservation areas, but visible from Windmill Road, are a range of roofing materials on newer 

properties.  

4.12 Windows and other openings are predominantly in timber, with casements and double-hung sash windows. 

In the later nineteenth-century properties, which have a vernacular gothic appearance, feature timber 

bargeboards below the eaves of the gable ends.  

4.13 The varying ages of the buildings, and the materials used within, create a patina of colour and texture that 

contribute to the historic character of the village. 

Boundary Walls 

4.14 The village has extensive dry stone walling typical of a Cotswold village. 

4.15 The walls were created following the introduction of the newly enclosed agricultural landscape from the 

sixteenth century onwards. The gradual change in farming techniques necessitated the definition of new 

field boundaries demarcating tenanted land.  

4.16 Typically, the boundary walls within the village have their origins in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 

They are constructed with local limestone and segregate individual properties, land and roads. They are all 

important and characteristic features of the village and surrounding area maintained by the local estate 

employing, for many years, full or part time wallers.  

4.17 The walls are generally maintained to a good standard. 

Planting and Vegetation 

4.18 Planting and vegetation are visible throughout Kemble Conservation Area, much of which takes the form of 

mature trees and established hedges that define the extent of properties or lie in private gardens. The 

planting provides a rich visual contrast with the prevailing limestone buildings and is important in 

maintaining character.  

4.19 In some parts of the conservation area, such as on Limes Road, established vegetation and trees work with 

the rears of residential properties and boundary walls to provide a tightly-knit and enclosed character.  

4.20 South-east of Kemble Conservation Area is the original designed landscape of Kemble House, which is 

now, in part, in separate ownership from the house. The landscape includes the deciduous woodland which 

bounds Kemble Park. Kemble Park is a wood pasture and Parkland BAP Priority Habitat (see 

defra.gov.uk/MagicMap) dates from the eighteenth century and is modest in scale. Nevertheless, the land 

lies outside of the conservation area boundary despite a historic association with the House and the village. 

Indeed, it contributes to the overall understanding of the landscape development in this part of Kemble, and 

the village’s relationship with the agricultural land beyond.   



KEMBLE AND KEMBLE STATION  
CONSERVATION AREA APPRAISAL AND MANAGEMENT GUIDANCE

  12            

Paths/Footpaths 

4.21 There are a number of routes within Kemble that provide access for pedestrians and vehicles.  

4.22 Footpaths are generally provided adjacent to the road boundaries, or on the verges of the more rural lanes.  

4.23 The roadside footpaths in the historic core are narrow. This is because the roads were originally intended 

for horse and carts rather than vehicular traffic. 

4.24 Kemble is close to the head of the Thames and the Thames Path National Trail which is located to the east 

of the village.  

4.25 Wysis Way (another national trail) connects Kemble Station (and the Thames Path) with Offa’s Dyke at 

Monmouth. 

4.26 There are a range of other footpaths in the area around the village, some giving good views into and out of 

the village and the conservation areas. In particular, the paths BKE 8/1 and BKE 10/1, south of Kemble, 

offer good views of the village from certain locations. 

Views that Reveal the Significance of Kemble Conservation Area 

4.27 Two views of the village have been identified as contributing particularly to the setting and significance of 

the Kemble Conservation Area (Plate 3.4). The landform and landscape elements limit views from some 

areas, lending those which are available, that much more value.  

View 1: The view from footpath BKE 8/1 south-west of the village

4.28 The view faces north-east towards the historic core of Kemble with the spire of the Church of All Saints 

Church visible on the horizon. It is a most attractive view of a typical Cotswold village over an area 

deliberately preserved free from intrusion by the railway.  

4.29 From this viewpoint the spire of All Saints Church and Kemble Village can be seen.  

4.30 The area of land visible in the foreground and middleground has historical value because it spans the 

Kemble Tunnel and has an association with Robert Gordon’s successful efforts to disguise the railway as it 

travelled through the village. The minutes of meetings between Robert Gordon’s agent and the Cheltenham 

and Great Western Union Railway from 1836 make clear this was a deliberately designed approach to 

preserve the character and appearance of the area. 

4.31 In the background, the designed landscape associated with Kemble House is visible which contributes to 

the setting and overall significance of the house and village. This setting element contributes particularly to 

an appreciation of the history of the conservation area. The temporary mobile homes are an unfortunate 

and discordant element in the view. 

  

View 1: Footpath BKE 8/1 facing north-east towards Kemble village.  
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View 2: The View from Washpool Lane on the Boundary of Kemble Park, facing south-west, towards 

Kemble House 

4.32 The view faces south-west towards the historic core of Kemble and is taken from Washpool Lane.  

4.33 Kemble House can be glimpsed in the background, with the spire of All Saint’s Church prominent through 

the tree line on the horizon.  

4.34 The view includes the land to the south-east of the village, the designed landscape associated with Kemble 

House.  

4.35 This area of land is historically significant, forming an integral part of the south-eastern boundary of the 

village and the immediate setting of Kemble House, as parkland.  

  

View 2: View from Washpool Lane facing south-west. 

General Views 

4.36 Views within the conservation area are varied, reflecting the road pattern. They are characterised by 

different alignments, changing topography, vegetation (much of it on private land) and boundary walls with 

houses set picturesquely. The remaining open areas within and around the conservation area contribute 

strongly to the character and appearance of it. 

4.37 As such views are generally informal and changeful, they contribute greatly to the attractiveness of the 

conservation area. 
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5.0 BUILDINGS WITHIN THE KEMBLE AND THE KEMBLE STATION CONSERVATION AREAS 

5.1 Kemble is typical of a Cotswold agricultural settlement that has developed in a traditional way, 

incrementally, and largely in relation to the surrounding agricultural use of the land. 

5.2 The form and design of many of the buildings would have been dictated by the quality of the stone. 

Agricultural buildings were constructed with their function in mind.  

5.3 Kemble has late seventeenth/eighteenth century farmhouses, and some very high quality Georgian barns. 

These reinforce the village’s historic association with surrounding land and its agricultural use. Of particular 

note are the number of labourers’ estate cottages, dating from the nineteenth century, which are closely 

linked to the inhabitants of Kemble House.  

5.4 Some particularly noteworthy examples are discussed in what follows but it should be noted that the quality 

of the area derives from its great number of simple vernacular Georgian and Victorian houses built from 

limestone.  

Kemble 

 All Saints Church (Grade II)* (upgraded from Grade II on 12th February 2016) 

5.5 All Saints is the Anglican Parish Church in Kemble, situated in the south of the settlement and adjacent to 

Kemble House (Plate 5.1).  

5.6 The church is mainly in the Early English style. It is coursed with dressed limestone and freestone 

dressings. It comprises a west tower, nave, a north aisle and chapel, south porch and aisle, and chancel. 

On the south-east buttresses are four thirteenth century coffin lids with crosses used to patch the tower.  

5.7 The tower and spire, which dates, in part, to the thirteenth century, rises to approximately 120 feet. The 

spire has, however, been subject to repair especially after it was severely damaged by lightning in 

December 1823. The spire was then rebuilt in an appropriate style. 

5.8 The south porch has distinctive Norman detailing. By 1843 it had been heavily distorted due to the structural 

loads within the building. The rebuilt porch is visible in Plate 5.4 with the distinctive chevron decoration.

5.9 The building was remodelled in 1872-8 by Medland and Sons a recognised firm of mainly ecclesiastical 

architects who worked extensively in the region.  

5.10 The south chapel, which is reputed to have been built using stone from a chapel of ease in Ewen, has a fine 

moulded trefoil sedila and piscine, a tomb of recess of 1320, and three perpendicular windows.  

5.11 The church forms an important local focal point within Kemble, both within the conservation area and 

beyond. The spire is visible from the surrounding landscape.  

Plate 5.1:  All Saints Church with the southern porch and aisle in the foreground. 
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Plate 5.2:  Unnamed sketch of All Saints Church dated c1843 showing the distortions of the south porch prior 

to its reconstruction (Source: http://thames.me.uk/). 

5.12 All Saints Church is located directly to the north of Kemble House. The grouping of the manor house and 

church was very common in early-medieval settlements, representing the rationalisation of power within 

feudal society between the Lord of the Manor and the church. This relationship continued into the early 

modern period as the hierarchy of local society was often represented in the layout of church pews (see the 

History of Myddle by Richard Gough, 1700).  

5.13 The building has recently been re-assessed and is now Grade II*. The church is a defining feature in the 

townscape because of its scale, identity/function and position at the junction of ancient ways. It has a wide 

setting and particular value in the ancient settlement.  

5.14 The proportions of the spire are very elegant, a gentle accent in the landscape. That setting has been 

eroded by modern development which has encroached on the older settlement.  

Unidentified Monument (Grade II) 

5.15 Chest tombs were quite common in the Cotswolds and this unidentified monument is a fairly typical 

example.  

5.16 It is unusual that the tomb is located to the north side of the church, but this is most likely due to the 

situation of the house and the church’s surroundings (Plate 5.3). The tomb includes interesting and 

unusual iconography, which is architectural in nature. The monument dates from 1723 or 1725 and was 

constructed in local limestone.  

Plate 5.3. An unidentified monument in the churchyard of Kemble Church which dates from 1723 or 1725.
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Plate 5.4: The reset arch doorway in the south porch of All Saints Church with distinctive Norman chevron 

pattern.   

Kemble House (Grade II) 

5.17 Kemble House is a large stone manor with a double pile plan and two cross wings. It dates from the 

seventeenth century and was probably built for Henry Poole (1564-1632) (Plate 5.6).  

5.18 The house was sold to Sir Robert Westley (1754-1806) whose son bequeathed the estate to his sister 

Elizabeth Coxe (1716-1783).  

5.19 In 1809, Elizabeth’s granddaughter Elizabeth Anne married Robert Gordon who took over the estate, which 

included the Manor of Kemble.  

5.20 Gordon employed Peter Frederick Robinson (1776-1858), an architect and later vice-president of the Royal 

Institute of British Architects, to work on the garden. His involvement with the house – if any - is unclear.  

5.21 Robinson nominated Robert William Billings (1813-1874) to succeed his commission at Kemble House. 

Billings first became involved with the Kemble Estate in 1840, designing the vicarage. He then appears to 

have begun work on the house from 1848 and was responsible for loosely Tudor alterations and additions 

to the house for Anna Gordon between 1850 and 1852 (Plate 5.5).  

Plate 5.5. Hall Screen at Kemble, Gloucestershire by Robert William Billings. The watercolour show the screen 

described having been erected at Kemble House. The crest is carved within the words: ‘Friends are welcome 

for aye’.  National Trust Inventory Number 730841
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5.22 Billings also built the two bay windows on the south, and introduced octagonal glazing into the mullioned 

and transomed windows. There is an extensive range of ancillary buildings and a fine arched gateway 

entrance to what was the principal entrance to the house with Billings’s initials in the detailing of the arch. 

The curtilage buildings are all of high quality with some of Billings’s designs being exhibited at RIBA events 

and with the drawings of 5 Kemble Park now held in the RIBA archive. 

5.23 Billings began his career as an illustrator for architectural publications including 'Temple Church' (1838); 

'Gothic panelling in Brancepeth Church' (1841); 'Kettering Church' (1843); 'Carlisle Cathedral' (1840); 

'Durham Cathedral' (1843) and 'The Architectural Antiquities of the County of Durham' (1846). His career 

as an architect in independent practice seems to have begun with work on Kemble House. He also built 

Kemble vicarage in 1840. Although based at 3 St Mary's Road, Canonbury, London, his business was 

predominantly in Scotland and he restored Edinburgh and Stirling castles.  

5.24 In 1884 Kemble House was bequeathed to Michael Biddulph, later 1st Lord Biddulph (1834-1923). The 

estate was sold in 1948 after having been unoccupied for a number of years. In 1954 the house was 

reduced in size and restored.  

5.25 During the eighteenth century Kemble House had an associated designed landscape to its south-east 

(Plates 5.7 and 5.8). The landscaped gardens nearer the house include terraced lawns and mature 

planting.  

5.26 Kemble Park still plainly has the character of historic parkland.  

5.27 This part of the landscape has an historical association with the house, and contributes to the setting and 

overall significance of Kemble House.  

Plate 5.6: View facing east of All Saints Church and Kemble House and outbuildings  

Plate 5.7 Kemble House with the two- storey projecting windows overlooking this lawn with the spire of All 

Saints Church in the background 

    
Plate 5.8 Exterior of Kemble House c1883. Source: Oxfordshire County Council. 
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Barns 

5.28 There are a number of very fine historic barns within the village, most of which date from the eighteenth 

century. These are large buildings with typical plans that include large porches that were used for 

winnowing. Several are listed.  

Pigeon House (formerly Barn 55 yards north-east of church) (Grade II) 

5.29 This is a large barn that has been converted to a private house and dating to the eighteenth century. 

Constructed in rubble stone, it has flushed quoins with original timber lintels. 

Barn 20m north-east of no. 128 (Grade II) 

5.30 Again dating to the eighteenth century, this barn is made of rubble stone with two projecting gabled cart 

entries. The building has been refurbished for residential use (Plate 5.9). 

Barn at Home Farm (Grade II) 

5.31 This is a late eighteenth-century barn constructed of rubble course stone. The roof comprises slate to the 

east and corrugated iron to the west. The barn also has a large projecting cart entry (Plate 5.10).  

Barn and Former Stable at the Pigeon House, to north-east of house (Grade II) 

5.32 This barn was built in the early to mid nineteenth century. It was constructed of coursed rubble stone and 

has a slate roof. The stable to the left projects forward from the main building. 

Barn about 20 metres to the south-east of Top Farmhouse (Grade II) 

5.33 This is a barn dating to the early nineteenth century. It is constructed using rubble stone and has a slate 

roof. The north side has a central projecting cart entry and plastered gable. The opening has a large timber 

lintel and dressed stone quoins. 

Plate 5.9:  An example of a barn in Kemble, now residential (Barn 20m north-east of No. 128)

Plate 5.10: Home Barn which is located to the rear of its farmhouse
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Cottages 

Bank Cottage (Grade II) 

5.34 This detached cottage is reputed to have been constructed in the fourteenth century, but has a late-

seventeenth/early eighteenth century character.  

126-127 Old Vicarage Lane (Grade II) 

5.35 This pair dates from early-to-mid eighteenth century. They appear semi-detached but were built separately. 

They are constructed using stone and thatch with stone being a common material in the conservation area. 

This pair of semi-detached cottages originally had a thatched roof. They were converted to a single 

dwelling in the mid 1980s.  

157-160 Church Road (Grade II) 

5.36 These two pairs of matching houses are re-formed farm labourers cottages bearing the Biddulph crest and 

reflecting his programme of improvement (Plate 5.11).  

Home Farmhouse (Grade II) 

5.37 This early to mid-eighteenth century farmhouse is constructed using coursed rubble stone with quoins to the 

left-hand side (Plate 5.12).  

134-135 West Lane (Grade II) 

5.38 The two adjoining cottages are early eighteenth century in date and are constructed in rubble stone. 

Plate 5.11: Estate Cottages at 157-160 Church Road

Plate 5.12: Home Farmhouse with Barn behind
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Non-Designated Buildings of Particular Interest 

5.39 In the late nineteenth century a number of buildings were provided by the owner of Kemble House, Anna 

Gordon, and subsequently Michael Biddulph MP (1834-1923), for the village. These were primarily to fulfil a 

civic function and comprised a village hall, school and later a chapel for Methodists. A number of houses 

were built throughout the village at this time and they contribute to the overall quality of the area.  

Kemble School and Kemble Village Hall (non-designated) 

5.40 Kemble School was built in 1873 by Anna Gordon and constructed in stone. It was further enlarged in 1890 

by Michael Biddulph when it was converted to a Board School (Plate 5.15). The Village Hall dates from 

1889 and is located opposite (Plate 5.14). Like the school, the village hall has coursed stone facing. There 

is a tall Venetian window on the street-facing elevation. 

Primitive Methodist Chapel (non-designated and outside the Conservation Area) 

5.41 On the east side of the village, just outside the boundary of the Kemble Conservation Area is the Primitive 

Methodist Chapel (Plate 5.13). Although the Village Hall had been constructed by this time the Methodists 

were precluded from using it for worship. Biddulph granted a small area of land for the construction of a ‘tin 

room’ on the edge of the village. Prior to this they had been required to meet in various inconvenient places 

around the village. The structure was erected shortly after in 1900 alongside a fence around it to keep out 

cattle. This building is currently outside the conservation area boundary. The area should be extended to 

include this building.

Plate 5.13 The Primitive Methodist Chapel which lies to the east of the settlement, built 1900

Plate 5.14: Kemble Village Hall, 1889

Plate 5.15: Kemble School, 1873
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Kemble Station 

Kemble Station (Grade II) 

5.42 The station building came after the opening of the railway in 1845 and was built to serve regular travellers. It 

dates to 1882 in the Tudor style common to the Great Western Railway and faced in local limestone (Plate 

5.16 and 5.17).  

Kemble Station Water Tank (Grade II) 

5.43 Situated on the west platform of the station the water tank was probably built contemporaneously with the 

station buildings in 1882. Only the main part of the tank remains.  

Kemble Railway Cottages (non-designated) 

5.44 The Kemble Railway cottages were built across from the railway station in five paired sets in c. 1882 (Plate 

5.18). They are simple, handsome buildings faced in locally distinctive materials.   

Plate 5.16: View of Kemble Station with the Railway Cottages to the right of the picture

Plate 5.17: View of Kemble Station

Plate 5.18: Railway Cottages within the boundary of the Kemble Station Conservation Area
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6.0 DESIGN GUIDANCE FOR NEW DEVELOPMENT IN THE KEMBLE AND THE KEMBLE STATION 

CONSERVATION AREAS 

6.1 It is expected that the management of the Kemble and the Kemble Station Conservation Areas can, for the 

most part, be met through an effective policy framework at both the national and local level, and the positive 

use of existing development control and enforcement powers.  

6.2 The analysis of the character and appearance of the conservation areas within this appraisal therefore 

identifies those elements the Council should seek to protect, as well as negative features which may 

present opportunities for change or enhancement.  

6.3 Each section of the appraisal is linked to relevant policy guidance, which provides the framework for the 

future management of the areas.  

6.4 Other statutory designations and existing controls in place to manage the conservation areas are listed in 

the introduction. This includes a list of documents, supplementary planning guidance and planning briefs 

relevant to the management of Kemble and Kemble Station Conservation Areas.  

New Development 

6.5 Planning Permission would not normally be approved for: 

 The demolition of any building or structure if its loss would harm the character or appearance of the 

subject conservation area and there is no acceptable scheme of replacement. The demolition of 

traditional buildings would normally be refused in any event, unless there was a clear and 

convincing justification. 

 The extension or alteration of a building where the change would harm the distinctive character or 

appearance of the subject conservation area. 

 Development which would be harmful to the setting or character or appearance of the subject 

conservation areas, undermining its surviving rural setting.  

 Development which would adversely affect or result in harm to the views of and the setting of the 

area, or a significant loss of tree cover or other vegetation. 

 The infilling of gaps which preserve or enhance the character and appearance of the subject 

conservation area.  

Design Guidance 

6.6 The designation of the conservation area is not intended to prevent change, especially that which would 

enhance the character or appearance of the area. It does, however, seek to ensure that future 

development is appropriate to its character. Any proposed development should therefore be in accordance 

with the following guidance:  

 New buildings or extensions should reflect the general pattern of building within the area, especially 

in scale, form, proportion and detailing, although there may be scope for some architectural 

invention provided that this is sympathetic to the existing architecture of the place.  

 Materials should be in accordance with those traditionally used in that particular part of the 

conservation area, and should maintain a similar mix. Extensions to buildings should use materials 

that are sympathetic to the existing building. Extensions should have a subordinate scale and be 

positioned away from main elevations and unobtrusively, mindful of the views from publicly 

accessible areas and for other parts of the conservation area.  

 Boundary walls, railings and hedges should be incorporated in the development in a similar way to 

those already in existence in that part of the conservation area, and these should use similar 

materials and detailing, or species. 

 The local authority should consider using planning powers to ensure historic walls are preserved 

and maintained in good condition.  

Listed Buildings  

6.7 A number of buildings in the Kemble and the Kemble Station Conservation Areas, particularly those in the 

historic core, are included in the List of Buildings of Architectural or Historic Interest.  

6.8 Other buildings and structures attached to, or pre-dating, 1st July 1948 and forming part of the curtilage of 

these buildings, such as the buildings at Kemble Park associated with Kemble House, are also listed by 

virtue of section 1 (5) of the 1990 Act.  

6.9 While the aim of the 1990 Act [sections 16 (2) and 66 (1)] is to preserve the special interest of these 

buildings and their setting, any changes affecting them will also be considered in terms of the effect on the 

conservation area through s72 (1) of the same Act. 

6.10 The current list is out of date and the Council should consider applying for formal listing assessment for 

additions to the list when a building is subject to proposed alterations.   

Unlisted Buildings  

6.11 Although many alterations to all types of buildings and property can be controlled by planning permission, 

changes can still take place to unlisted dwelling houses and their curtilages which can harm the character 

and appearance of the conservation areas. The Council should consider varying permitted development 

rights by means of Article 4 directions.  

Trees  

6.12 All trees over a certain size are protected in the conservation areas, irrespective of whether they are subject 

to an express Tree Preservation Order.  

6.13 Written notification must be given to the Council before carrying out any works to these trees.  
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6.14 Some trees are individually protected by Tree Preservation Orders and consent is needed from the Council 

before any works of felling or lopping to them are carried out. The contribution of the tree to the character 

and appearance of the conservation area will be a factor in the consideration of a notification or application. 

6.15 The Department of Communities and Local Government has provided the following relevant guidance: 

 Protected Trees: A guide to tree preservation procedures (April 2012) 

  

Plate 6.1: A mature tree in the in garden of Kemble House. An example of the type of tree that may be subject to 

protection within the conservation areas. Guidance should be sought from the Council before any works are 

carried out. Clearly, if parkland is included in the Kemble Conservation Area, as strongly advised, a number of 

individual specimens or group should be considered for a Tree Preservation Order. 
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7.0 THREATS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

Review of Conservation Area Boundaries 

7.1 The boundary of Kemble Conservation Area was designated in 1987 and last reviewed 25 years ago in 

1990. The Kemble Station Conservation Area was designated in 1990.  

7.2 The boundaries of the Kemble Station Conservation Area are particularly tightly drawn and consultation on 

this appraisal raised a number of requests for them to be reviewed and revised. Although this has not been 

recommended because of difficulties of defining a more appropriate area of special architectural or historic 

character, it will clearly be important to take care with development in the setting of the Station Conservation 

Area, to make sure that its special character and appearance are not further eroded. 

7.3 There is an urgent need for review because of the pressure of development on the edge of the settlement. 

Kemble House’s former parkland is an obvious omission and also the land Robert Gordon specifically 

sought to have protected and maintained as an open area when the railway was constructed.  

7.4 This is a clear and early example of a landscape planning to preserve setting and character and is 

historically interesting in its own right.  

Review of Heritage Designations 

7.5 There are a number of buildings within the conservation areas. 

7.6 The list descriptions are out of date and it is important to review them. All Saints Church has been reviewed 

and upgraded to Grade II* and Kemble House have the potential to be upgraded from Grade II to Grade II*. 

There is potential to add to the list of statutorily listed buildings e.g. with the addition of the Primitive 

Methodist Chapel. 

7.7 It may also be appropriate to consider the designed landscape of Kemble House which may be suitable for 

designation as a Registered Park and Garden.  
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8.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

8.1 There are compelling reasons to extend the boundary of the Kemble Conservation Area to include two 

additional portions of land:  

1. Parkland formerly associated with Kemble House together with the Methodist Chapel on the north 

side of Washpool Lane.  

2. Parcel of land to the south and west of the village which and spans the railway cutting.   

8.2 Parcels 1 and 2 lie outside the main settlement but have clear historical and aesthetic/visual connections 

with the village and have intrinsic interest.  

Area One: Parkland formerly associated with Kemble House 

8.3 The alienation of a part of that land from the ownership of the house does not remove its clear historical and 

aesthetic associations with what was, and remains, the principal residence in the village. 

8.4 The parkland has many mature, possibly veteran specimens and a parkland character landscape 

commensurate with the size of the house.  

8.5 The interest of the parkland is enhanced by its grouping with the ancient parish church, which is Grade II* 

listed. Views from the parkland towards the church and the house are very attractive. 

8.6 The park, the house, and the church form a very important component of the village scene, a historic 

grouping which is characteristic of settlements of this kind. Thus, the park is not an element of the setting. It 

is an asset in its own right and closely connected with Kemble House and All Saints Church. The case for 

inclusion is, therefore, compelling.  

8.7 To the east of the village and the conservation area boundary is an old Methodist Chapel, which should be 

included in an extended boundary. It marks the outer limits of the settlement and has clear historical 

associations to the village reflecting the social and religious history.   

Area Two: The Parcel of land to the South and West of the Village which Spans the Railway Cutting 

8.8 This land belonged to the Kemble House Estate and in the nineteenth century its then owner, Robert 

Gordon, allowed the construction of Brunel’s Cheltenham and Great Western Union Railway across his 

land on the condition that it would be hidden to avoid adverse impacts on the aspect and the division of his 

property above ground. 

8.9 The cutting and tunnel also served a clear aesthetic purpose as a deliberate piece of environmental 

planning (mitigation of impact by landscape screening/tunnelling), and it had the effect of maintaining a 

landscape setting for the village and the church spire in particular. This land has both intrinsic interest 

because of its history as a deliberate piece of environmental planning associated with the Great Western 

Railway. It makes an important contribution to the rural character of the settlement.  
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8.10 The view of the church from this area (Footpath BKE 8/1) is particularly fine, the best in distant views from 

anywhere in the area, and it can be enjoyed from publicly accessible footpaths and lanes. That enhances 

its value.  

8.11 One development has received consent on a part of this area. An extension of the boundary may be useful 

when assessing future applications to prevent future erosion of the significant setting of the conservation 

area. The consented area includes a part of the Kemble Tunnel.  

8.12 This land’s mainly open agricultural character is also significant because it reflects the historic setting of the 

village as an agricultural settlement.  

8.13 The land to the north of the school, which has been considered for inclusion in the Kemble Conservation 

Area but ruled out, has lost its field boundaries. The consultation on the draft Appraisal produced 

suggestions for other areas to be included in the conservation areas. These were Kemble Community 

Gardens (KCG), and Clayfurlong Farm and adjoining buildings.  

8.14 In respect of KCG’s, whilst the area clearly has value as a local amenity, it does not have special 

architectural or historic character such that inclusion in the Kemble Station Conservation Area would be 

appropriate.  

8.15 The buildings at Clayfurlong Farm are undoubtedly of architectural and historic interest including two listed 

buildings. Clayfurlong Farm has clear links with Kemble House through the familiar pattern of the 

fenestration. The area is, however, quite separate from the conservations areas and would not represent a 

sufficient area for separate designation. It is historically an outlying farm and is most appropriately 

protected as a listed building by ensuring that its important agricultural setting is not lost. 

8.16 This aspect of Area Two is in addition to the very specific historical and aesthetic reasons that provide the 

bases for our recommendation here. The land has intrinsic interest historically and provides the best 

viewing place to admire the church spire in its village setting. The agricultural buildings in the foreground 

are traditional in style and do not prevent an appreciation of the church and village beyond.  

 Village Design Statement 

8.17 It is considered that Kemble would benefit from a Village Design Statement including the Kemble 

Conservation Area and rest of the settlement area. Such guides can preserve and reinforce the local 

distinctiveness.  

Wider Setting and Boundary Review 

8.18 The historic settlement grew as a farming community, though later development has alienated it in many 

places from its original agricultural hinterland. Surviving areas of adjoining farmland are thus of some 

importance as elements of setting of the conservation areas enabling an appreciation of the special interest 

of the area.  

8.19 Therefore special consideration should be given to the protection of adjoining land through the advised 

boundary revision.  
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